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(LOU) ON APRIL 21 THE DAILY MUSLIM REPORTED. THE 

1 ' ' ^APPARENTLY INSPIRED THE FBIS BROADCAST 
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AS FOLLOWS. UNDER HEADING QUOTE AFGHAN OFFICIALS 
HANDED BACK TO KA8UL AUTHORITIES UNQUOTE. BEGIN 
TEXT. PESHAWAR. APRIL 20: THIRTY-SEVEN AFGHAN 
ASKARIS AND OTHER OFFICIALS WERE HANDED OVER BY THE 
PAKISTANI AUTHORITIES TO THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT REP- 
RESENTATIVES AT TORKHAM THIS AFTERNOON. 

THESE AFGHAN OFFICIALS WERE AMONG THOSE WHO ARE SAID 
TO HAVE FLED ACROSS THE BORDER AND SOUGHT PROTECTION 
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TEXT Of TELEGRAM 8<1I SLAMAO 1 1293 

IN PAKISTAN FOLLOWING THE RECENT FIGHTING BETWEEN 
THE AFGHAN MUJAHIOEEN AND THE KABUL FORCES CLOSE TO 
THE TCRKHAM-vMLALABAO ROAD. SOME OF THE AFGHANS. 
ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL SOURCES. HAD EXPRESSED THE 
DESIRE TO RETURN TO AFGHANISTAN WHILE THE OTHERS 
HAD ASKED FOR PERMISSION TO STAY ON IN PAKISTAN AS 
REFUGEES. ACCORDINGLY. THOSE WISHING TO RETURN 
WERE ALLOWED TO DO SO AND HANDED OVER TO THE 
AFGHAN AUTHORITIES. 

THEt WERE RECEIVED ACROSS THE 3ARRIER BY A BRIGADIER 
AND OTHER OFFICIALS OF THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT AND GUN- 
SHOTS WERE FIREO IN THE AIR AS THEY STEPPED ONTO T HE 
AFGHAN SOIL . END TEXT. 
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ACCORDING TO THE PAKISTAN TIMES OF APRIL 22. NINE 
AFGHANS (OF THE THI R TY - SEVEN } REFUSED TO GO BACK 
TO AFGHANISTAN AND WERE ALLOWEO TO STAY IN 
PAKISTAN. PAKISTAN TIMES STATED QUOTE THE REPATRI 

./.TED AFGHANS WERE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BY KARMAL 
GOVERNMENT AND WERE 3EING INTERROGATED. ACCORDING 
TO A PEPCRT PEACHING HERE FROM ACROSS THE BORDER. 

'END QUOTE . 

•COMMENT. UNHCR STATES THAT THE NUMBERS REPORTED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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,N THE PSESS ARE WRONG; 4Q./:AME ANO 37 DECIDED TO 
RETURN. ONLY 3 AND NOT 9. AS REPORTED. REMAINED 
T N PAKISTAN. END COMMENT. 



3. (LOU) ACCORDING TO BOTH UNHCR AND GOP SOURCES 
•CONFIRMED BY CONSULATE PESHAWAR) IN DECEMBER A GROUP OF 
40 AFGHANS CROSSED INTO PAKISTAN AT THE BORDER AT 
TCRKHAM FOLLOWING FIGHTING IN NEARBY PARTS OF AFGHAN- 
ISTAN. OF THIS GROUP. THE MAJORITY (37) DECIDED 
VOLUNTARILY TO GO BACK TO AFGHANISTAN IN APRIL. WHICH 
EVENT WAS .DULY REPORTED IN THE LOCAL PRESS. THREE 
BEMAlNEOiilkuf^tlSTAN. SEE 83 PESHAWAR 1359. 137 1. 

AND 138 Y lufcliESHAVAR 52 1 . 

4. (C)' COMMENT. IT IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR GROUPS OF 
AFGHANS TO COME' INTO PAKISTAN AFTER FLARE-UPS OF 
FIGHTING IN AFGHANISTAN. ON'.Y TO RETURN TO AFGHANISTAN 
LATER. WHAT IS UN11SUAI AR T THTC r-A« jg JHAT THE 
PEOPLE WER JESSENTIALLY 

MA MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL AND NOT REFUGEES. 
'HEY MIGHT HAVE COME INTO PAKISTAN VOLUNTARILY. TO 
'•V:aPE INJURY IN AN INCIOENT AT THE TORKHAM BORDER 
T-SSING. OR COULD HAVE BEEN HAULED OVER 8Y THE 
VlHIDIN. END COMMENT. RATTRAY 
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